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ANNOUNCEMENT. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  contained  in  section  2,  of  an 
Act  of  Congress  (Public  No.  40,  65th  Congress),  approved  August  10, 
1917,  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Markets  of  the  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  has  been  authorized  and  instructed  as  an  agent 
of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary 
to  obtain  authoritative  information  regarding  the  matters  authorized 
to  be  investigated  under  that  section. 

The  Seed  Reporting  Service  has  been^  established  pursuant  to  sec- 
tions 2  and  8,  of  the  Act,  to  obtain  such  information  concerning  seeds, 
as  may   seem  necessary   or  desirable. 

The  Seed  Reporter  is  printed  at  and  mailed  from  Chicago.  The 
regular  monthly  issue  is  mailed  as  soon  as  off  the  press,  which  usually 
is  between  the  sixth  and  tenth  of  the  month.  On  application  to  the 
field  office  of  the  Seed  Reporting  Service,  59  Board  of  Trade  Building, 
Chicago,  Illinois,  a  copy  will  be  furnished  to  any  one  after,  but  not 
before,  nine  o'clock  of  the  morning  of  the  first  business  day  following 
the  date  of  mailing. 

CHARLES  J.   BRAND.  Chief,  Bureau  of  Markets. 

W.    A.   WHEELER,    in    Charge,    Seed    Reporting    Service. 


The  schedule  to  be  used  will  be  similar  to  the  one  used  in  the  survey 
of  January  31.  The  full  scope  of  the  survey  will  be  announced  in  the 
issue  of  the  Seed  Reporter  for  June. 


WAR    EMERGENCY    SEED    CORN    RESERVE    FOR 
LATE  PLANTING  AND  REPLANTING  DEMANDS. 

In  view  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  supply  of  good  seed 
corn,  especially  in  the  Northern  part  of  the  Corn  Belt,  and 
the  probability  of  the  available  supply  being  insufficient  fol- 
iate planting  and  replanting  demands,  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture  has  purchased  stocks  of  corn 
suitable  for  seed  and  is  storing  them  at  points  convenient 
for  distribution  by  express  to  farmers  in  Illinois,  Indiana, 
Iowa,  Minnesota,  Michigan,  Nebraska,  Ohio  and  Wisconsin. 

This  corn  can  be  purchased  from  the  Department  for 
cash  at  cost.  If  you  are  interested,  communicate  at  once 
with  your  County  Agent,  who  will  give  you  detailed  in- 
formation regarding  the  kind  of  corn  and  how  orders  should 
be  placed  for  it.  If  there  is  no  County  Agent  in  your 
county,  your  inquiry  should  be  sent  to  the  Director  of  Ex- 
tension in  your  state.  A  list  of  the  names  and  addreses 
of  the  Directors  of  Extension  or  others  acting  for  them 
is    given    below: 

Illinois:  WM.   G.   ECKHARDT,   120  West  Adams  St.,   Chicago, 


Indiana: 

Iowa: 

Michigan: 

Minnesota: 

Nebraska : 

Ohio: 

Wisconsin: 


111. 

G.  I.  CHRISTIE,  LaFayette,  Ind. 
R.  K.   BLISS,  Ames,  Iowa. 
R.  J.  BALDWIN,  East  Lansing,  Mich. 
A.  D.  WILSON,  University  Farm,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
C.  W.  PUGSLEY,  Lincoln,  Neb. 
C.  S.  WHEELER,  Columbus,  Ohio. 
H.  L.  RUS'SELL,  Madison,  Wis. 


IMPORTS  OF  FORAGE  PLANT  SEED  PERMITTED 

ENTRY  INTO  THE  U.  S. 

Under  the  Seed  Importation  Act. 

Compiled  by  the  Seed  Laboratory  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant 

Industry,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 


Kind  of  Seed 


Alfalfa  . . . 
Canada  bluegrass 
Clover,  alsike... 
Clover,   crimson . . 

Clover,    red 

Clover,  white. . . . 
Millet, Hungarian 
Millet,  broomcorn 
Orchard  grass 

Rape    

English  rye  grass 
Italian  rye  grass 
Hairy  vetch. 
Spring  vetch 


1 

1  10  months 

10  months 

Year 

April,  1918 

April,  1917 

ending 

ending 

ending 

1     pounds 

pounds 

Apr.  30. '18 

Apr.  30, '17 

Juno  30, '171 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds     I 

19,500 

335,700 

44,100 

2.889,100 

3,169,600 

324,000 

59.500 

1.144.600 

418.000 

495,300 

257.700 

265,500 

3,250.600 

4,277,400 

4.329,000 

413,700 

1,345.300 

5,126,000 

5,776,300 

135,500 

185,800 

3,576.400 

5,246,800 

5,343.600 

19.400 

52.700 

120,500 

157,800 

36,800 

9,000 

263.400 

259,500 

00,100 

750,000 

420,100 

786,400 

57.600 

1,286.300 

1.286,300 

351.700 

11.185.800 

2,015,500 

2.285.700 

211,100 

57,400 

1,539.600 

1,479,800 

1.667.900 

11,100 

12,900 

587,200 

472.900 

480.700 

52,500 

209.900 

223.900 
23,800 

295.600 
29,900 

Year 
ending 
June 30. '16 
t     pounds 

3,251,796 

698,300 

1.113,464 

4,503.983 

32,508,537 

148.768 

117,759 

1,101,556 

754,476 

4,018.908 

1.510,440 

382,841 

67,683 

61,613 


PRELIMINARY  ANNOUNCEMENT  OF  WAR  EMERGENCY  SEED 
SURVEY   FOR  JUNE  30,   1918. 
The   Seed   Reporting  Survey   will   conduct   a   comprehensive  survey  of 
the   seed   supplies   of  the  country  under   date   of  June   30,    1918,    to   ascer- 
tain, among  other  things,  the  carry-over  from  the  spring  planting  season. 


REPORT   OF  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 
OF  PRODUCERS. 

The  full  report  and  recommendations  of  the  Advisory 
Committee  of  agricultural  and  live-stock  producers,  con- 
sisting of  23  members  from  all  parts  of  the  United  States, 
who  were  in  consultation  in  Washington  for  a  week  with 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  Food  Administra- 
tion, is  given  in  the  issue  of  April  17,  1918,  of  the  Weekly 
News  Letter  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture. The  text  of  resolutions  adopted  and  recommendations 
made  by  this  Comittee  pertaining  to  the  seed  activities  of 
the  Department  and  to  the  need  of  increased  production  and 
careful  conservation  of  certain  seed  crops  follows: 

1.  We  heartily  endorse  the  action  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  in 
the  appointment  of  the  Committee  on  Seed  Stocks,  and  the  work  that  was 
assigned  to  this  committee,  since  the  results  have  been  of  inestimable 
value  in  securing  better  distribution  of  seed  stocks  and  have  aided  in 
keeping  prices  within  reasonable  figures. 

2.  We  heartily  endorse  the  publication  of  the  Seed  Reporter  as 
being  a  timely  publication  of  great  value  in  assisting  the  country  in 
learning  of  the  stocks  of  seeds  and  their  commercial  movements  and 
prices   throughout   the  country. 

3.  The  national  seed  surveys  conducted  twice  a  year  by  the  Bureau 
of  Markets  and  the  Seed  Reporting  Service  are  extremely  valuable  in 
making  it  possible  for  both  the  farmer  and  the  local  seedsman  to  gain 
accurate  information  as  to  actual  available  supplies  of  seed,  thereby- 
lessening  the  opportunity  for  profiteering,  and  we  recommend  that  this 
service  be  made  a  permanent  feature  of  the  work  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture. 

4.  The  Department  of  Agriculture  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the 
successful  efforts  it  has  made  to  provide  for  good  spring  wheat  seed 
for  the  farmers  of  the  United  States,  and  it  is  suggested  that  similar 
efforts  will  be  made  by  the  Department  with  regard  to  seed  of  winter 
wheat. 

5.  It  is  urged  that  the  field  inspection  of  seed  grains  be  extended 
as  far  as  practicable,  and  that  the  various  States  be  called  upon  to  sup- 
plement the  Federal  appropriations  that  have  been  made  for  this  purpose 
and  to  co-operate  with  the  Federal  agencies  to  the  fullest  extent  possible. 

6.  In  view  of  the  increased  cost  of  vegetable  seeds  and  the  conse- 
quent dissatisfaction  existing  among  users  of  vegetable  seed,  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  should  be  requested  to  investigate  this  condition 
with  a  view  of  ascertaining  its  cause  and  employing  such  means  as  are 
at  its  disposal  to  rectify  it. 

7.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  foreign  supply  of  vegetable  seeds  is 
practically  cut  off  by  reason  of  war  conditions,  all"  growers  of  vegetables 
should  be  urged  to  save  seed  for  themselves  as  far  as  practicable  and  to 
conserve   such  supplies  of  seed   as  may  come   into   their  possession. 

8.  We  believe  that  the  flax  situation  should  receive  special  consid- 
eration by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  several  S'tates  in  which 
it  has  been  demonstrated  that  flax  can  be  grown,  and  that  serious  con- 
sideration should  be  given  to  the  possibilities  of  the  utilization  of  this 
plant  to  the  fullest  extent  possible  this  year,  and  especially  that  informa- 
tion should  be  obtained  as  to  the  stocks  of  flax  seed  in  the  hands  of 
crushers  with  a  view  of  making  the  best  possible  use  of  these  stocks 
under  the  present  conditions. 

9.  Steps  should  be  taken  immediately  to  conserve  supplies  of  buck- 
wheat seed  that  are  now  in  danger  of  being  consumed  as  food,  and  the 
increased   planting  of  this  crop  should  be  urged. 

10.  Recognizing  the  importance_  of  millet  as  a  late  seeding  crop, 
especially  in  the  northern  Great  Plains  region,  recommendations  should 
be  made  to  the  Committee  on  Seed  Stocks  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture to  take  definite  steps  to  supply  necessary  quantities  of  good 
stocks  of  millet  seed  for  sowing  for  seed,  feed,  and  forage  purposes. 

11.  We  recommend  the  accumulation  of  clean,  moderate-priced 
alfalfa  seed  at  convenient  points  in  the  Northwest,  or  that  information 
be  disseminated  as  to  where  such  can  be  obtained,  and  that  the  local 
production  of  this  crop  be  encouraged  in  places  where  it  can  be  econom- 
ically produced,  with   a  view  to  producing  home-grown   seed. 


RESTRICTIONS   ON  SHIPMENTS  OF  SEED   CORN  TO   CANADA 

REMOVED. 

Restrictions  placed  by  the  United  States  War  Trade  Board  on  Feb- 
ruary 19,  1918,  on  the  export  to  Canada  of  seed  corn  and  corn  for  food, 
feed  and  manufacturing  purposes,  have  been  removed.  Hereafter,  no 
special  insoection  or  approval^  of  stocks  intended  for  export  will  be 
required.  The  regular  export  license  from  the  United  States  War  Trade 
Board  and  the  import  license  from  the  Canadian  Government  will  be 
required   as  heretofore. 
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Summary  of  the  Seed  Corn  Situation. 

In  the  region  of  serious  damage  to  seed  corn  the  past 
season,  there  has  been  much  activity  during  the  past  few 
months  to  locate  and  distribute  the  supplies  of  seed  corn 
required  for  this  spring's  planting.  In  a  large  portion  of 
this  area,  through  strenuous  efforts,  stocks  of  fair  quality 
for  planting  have  been  found  and  it  has. not  been  necessary 
to  ship  in  seed  from  other  States.  Some  localities,  however, 
have  been  unable  to  locate  such  supplies  and  have  had  to 
look  elsewhere  for  seed. 

Because  of  the  apparent  shortage  of  seed  corn  this 
season,  commercial  seedsmen,  grain  dealers,  and  many 
other  agencies  have  been  active  in  endeavoring  to  find  and 
store  supplies  of  seed  corn  in  anticipation  of  a  large  spring 
trade. 

In  the  northern  and  central  States,  seedsmen  have  been- 
unable  to  find  stocks  of  seed  corn  sufficient  to  meet  their 
requirements.  In  certain  portions  of  Kansas,  Missouri, 
and  Kentucky,  where  seed  corn  could  be  obtained  with 
comparatively  little  effort,  much  seed  has  been  saved  for 
shipment  elsewhere  and  there  is  a  surplus  of  these  stocks 
on   hand. 

The  general  situation  appears  to  be  well  in  hand  at  the 
present  time,  though  it  is  estimated  that  a  decrease  in 
acreage  will  result  this  season  not  only  as  a  result  of  the 
shortage  of  seed  corn,  but  because  of  the  demand  and 
high  prices  for  other  grains,  the  poor  returns  from  the  corn 
crop  in  some  sections  the  past  year  or  two,  and  because 
of  the  high  price  and  uncertain  quality  of  seed  corn  avail- 
able  for  planting  this   season. 

A  brief  summary  of  the  seed  corn  situation  in  some  of 
the  States  where  the  situation  is  most  serious   follows: 

Michigan — Owing  to  the  low  germination  of  Michigan- 
grown  seed  it  is  not  likely  that  more  than  IS  per-  cent  of 
the  total  State  acreage  will  be  planted  with  Michigan-grown 
corn.  The  acreage  planted  for  the  production  of  mature 
corn,  that  is  to  say  for  grain,  will  be  at  least  25  per  cent 
less  than  the  acreage  ordinarily  planted  for  that  purpose. 
The  acreage  for  silage  will  be  normal  and  is  made  possible 
by  reason  of  the  fact  that  State  and  Federal  agencies  have 
been  very  active  in  shipping  seed  corn  into  Michigan  from 
other  States.  The  real  shortage  will  be  in  seed  for  the  pro- 
duction of  mature  corn.  The  State  Seed  Corn  Administra- 
tion has  purchased  and  distributed  in  north  central  Michigan 
about  6,000  bushels  of  New  York  and  South  Dakota  flint 
corn,  and  in  southern  and  central  Michigan,  about  16,000 
bushels  of  South  Dakota  dent  corn.  For  silage  purposes 
35,000  bushels  of  New  Jersey  dent  corn  have  been  distributed 
in  carlots.  For  the  production  of  mature  and  silage  corn, 
about  16,000  bushels  of  early  corn  from  Delaware  have  been 
distributed.  It  is  not  likely  that  more  than  10,000  bushels 
of  early  dent  or  flint  varieties  adapted  to  Michigan  will 
be  distributed  through  Michigan  seed  companies,  though  a 
much  greater  amount  for  silage  purposes  will  be  distributed 
by  them.  In  order  to  supply  the  customary  late  demand 
for  seed  and  the  demand  for  possible  replanting,  a  reserve 
supply  is  being  purchased  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
Seed  Stocks  Committee  in  co-operation  with  the  Extension 
Department  of  the  Michigan  Agricultural  College^  which 
will  be  stored  at  points  convenient  for  quick  distribution. 
With  all  these  preparations,  it  is  thought  that  the  Michigan 
situation  is  now  well  in  hand. 

Ohio — The  seed  corn  survey  made  through  the  schools 
of  Ohio  corroborated  the  earlier  predictions  of  a  shortage  of 
corn  that  would  grow.  Some  of  this  shortage  has  been 
taken  care  of  by  ear  testing  corn  which  showed  composite 
tests  as  low  as  40  per  cent.  After  every  effort  had  been 
made  to  secure,  an  adequate  supply  of  dependable  seed  corn 
within  the  State,  a  shortage  was  still  evident.  The  only 
solution  was  to  import  seed  from  other  States.  The  Seed 
Stocks  Committee  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agri- 
culture thereupon  purchased  in  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware 
approximately  50,000  bushels  of  seed  corn,  after  thorough 
inspection  as  to  its  germination  and  adaptability  to  Ohio 
conditions.  This  has  ben  sold  for  cash,  at  cost,  to  farmers 
in  counties  most  needing  it  throughout  Ohio,  particularly 
in  the  western,  northwestern,  and  central  parts.  It  is 
thought  that  a  sufficient  supply  for  Ohio  may  be  obtained 
through  this  latter  distribution.  Approximately  one-half  of 
this  corn  has  been  distributed,  mostly  in  carload  lots,  and 
there  remains  a  considerable  demand  for  less  than  carload 
lots,  especially  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  State. 

Indiana — The  seed  corn  situation  has  materially  im- 
proved during  the  past  month  in  Indiana.  Much  corn  has 
been  imported  from  outside  the  State  and  has  met  the  larger 
demand.  There  is  still  a  small  demand  for  early  maturing 
varieties    of    corn    in    the    northern    sections    of    the    State. 


Through  the  Seed  Stocks  Committee  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  this  in  large  part  will  be  supplied.-  A  reserve 
stock  of  early  maturing  corn  is  being  placed  at  La  Fayette 
to  meet  the  demand  for  seed  for  replanting  and  for  very 
late  planting. 

Illinois — The  Illinois  State  Seed  Corn  Administration 
has  made  a  thorough  canvass  of  the  State,  and  has  a  repre- 
sentative in  every  county,  who  has  been  devoting  his  entire 
time  to  seed  corn  work.  Every  possible  effort  has  been 
made,  not  only  to  know  the  actual  situation,  but  to  provide 
seed  to  supply  every  shortage  that  has  developed.  At 
present  the  Illinois  situation  is  well  in  hand.  Some  northern 
counties  are  still  short,  but  thorough  organization  insures 
satisfactory  distribution  of  supplies,  and  it  is  thought  that 
there  will  be  no  necessity  for  material  decrease  in  acreage 
because  of  a  lack  of  seed  for  initial  planting.  The  Seed 
Stocks  Committee  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  in 
co-operation  with  the  State  Seed  Corn  Administration-  is 
planning  to  hold  a  sufficient  reserve  for  possible  replanting 
demands. 

Wisconsin — It  is  reported  that  there  is  seed  corn 
enough  in  the  hands  of  dealers,  farmers,  and  State  organiza- 
tions to  supply  normal  demands  for  seed  corn  in  Wisconsin. 
It  is  not  known  whether  a  large  reduction  in  the  acreage 
of  corn  in  this  State  will  be  made  or  not.  A  stock  of  seed 
corn  is  being  purchased  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
Seed  Stocks  Committee  as  a  reserve  supply  for  replanting 
and  for  belated  orders.  It  is  hoped  that  by  this  means 
all  demands  for  seed  will  be  met. 

Minnesota — The  seed  corn  situation  in  Minnesota  has 
continued  to  be  very  serious,  and  it  seems  probable  that  the 
1918  corn  acreage  will  be  decreased  approximately  30  per 
cent.  This  anticipated  decrease  is  due  not  entirely  to  a 
shortage  of  suitable  seed,' but  also  ^to  the  fact  that  the  last 
three  years  have  been  poor  corn  years,  and  that  many 
farmers  are  increasing  their  acreages  of  wheat  and  other 
small  grains.  Many  agencies  have  given  publicity  to  the 
testing  of  all  corn  with  the  result  that  a  number  of  lots  of 
good  seed  have  been  found  during  the  past  month.  The 
south  central  counties  appear  to  have  an  adequate  supply. 
If  the  seed  in  the  State  can  be  distributed  properly,  which 
is  the  all-important  work  at  this  time,  it  is  thought  that 
there  probably  will  be  enough  seed  to  supply  the  spring 
demands. 

North  Dakota — In  North  Dakota  there  will  be  a  con- 
siderable decrease  in  corn  acreage  due  to  the  increase  in 
acreage  of  wheat  and  other  small  grain  crops,  as  well  as 
to  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  seed  corn  suitable  for  maturing 
in  North  Dakota.  Shipments  of  New  England  flint  and 
early  dent  corn  into  the  State  have  relieved  the  seed  situ- 
ation somewhat  and  the  shortage  is  less  acute  than  a 
few  weeks   ago. 

South  Dakota — Apparently  there  is  no  alarming  short- 
age of  seed  corn  in  South  Dakota.  This  situation  has  been 
taken  care  of  by  a  campaign  of  seed  testing  in  an  effort  to 
locate  all  suitable  supplies,  not  only  for  local  requirements 
but  for  shipping  outside  of  the  State.  At  the  present  time, 
it  is  thought  that  the  situaion  is  in  no  way  serious  if 
proper  disribution  is  made. 

Iowa — The  southern  portion  of  Iowa,  in  general,  is  well 
supplied,  and  there  is  even  a  surplus  in  some  counties.  The 
central  portion  has.  a  fair  supply,\but  there  is  considerable 
complaint  of  deterioration  in  germination  as  shown  by  re- 
cent tests.  Some  surplus  stocks  were  available  in  the  west 
central  portion  and  these  have  been  moved  to  counties 
where  shortages  existed.  The-  northern  part  of  the  State 
is  short  of  seed  corn  except  in  some  of  the  counties  farthest 
west,  from  which  shipments  have  been  made  eastward. 
Some  portions  of  northern  Iowa  have  been  drawing  heavily 
on  southeastern  South  Dakota  and  southwestern  Minesota. 
The  Seed  Stocks  Committee  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture is  endeavoring  to  accumulate  some  reserve  supplies 
at  several  points  in  the  State,  for  replanting  requirements. 

Nebraska — It  is  thought  that  sufficient  supplies  of  seed 
corn  in  Nebraska  will  be  available  for  local  needs,  but  that 
some  attention  must  still  be  given  to  distribution.  The 
situation  in  this  State  at  the  present  time  is  not  considered 
so   serious  as  it  appeared  to  be   two   months  ago. 

Kansas — It  is  thought  that  Kansas  has  sufficient  seed 
to  supply  all  of  its  requirements,  but  because  much  of  the 
seed  corn  has  been  found  to  be  of  low  germination,  and  this 
fact  is  not  appreciated  by  all  the  farmers,  it  is  feared  that 
many  poor  stands  will  result. 

Missouri — The  supply  of  seed  corn  in  Missouri  is  more 

than  ample  to  take  care  of  scattered  areas  in  the  State  where 

a    small   shortage   exists.      The    germination    and    quality    of 

low,  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  test  stocks  very  carefully 

(Continued  at  bottom  of  page  3) 
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VEGETABLE  SEEDS. 

Production,  Acreage,  and  Growers'  Prices  for  the  United  States,  War  Emergency  Seed  Survey,  January  31,  1918. 


In  the  seed  survey  of  January  31,  1918,  data  were  ob- 
tained relative  to  the  production  of  vegetable  seeds  by  seeds- 
men, the  acreage  grown  4by  seedsmen  themselves,  either 
directly  or  under  their  supervision,  and  the  acreage  prices 
quoted  by  seed  growers  to  dealers  on  advance  growing 
contracts. 

It  is  recognized  that  seedsmen  or  large  contract  seed 
growers  either  grow  on  their  own  acreage,  or  have  grown 
for  them  by  smaller  growers,  under  their  supervision,  most 
of  the  garden  seeds  that  are  produced  in  this  country.  Of 
certain  crops,  canners  of  vegetables  and  truck  growers  pro- 
duce seed  in  commercial  quantities,  and  occasionally  large 
quantities  of  seed  are  produced  by  independent  large  or 
small  growers  to  be  sold  on  the  open  market.  Practically 
all  of  the  sugar  beet  seed  is  grown  by  the  manufacturers  of 
beet  sugar  or  by  special  growers  under  contract  with  them. 

The1  table  below  gives  the  total  production  reported  by 
the  seedsmen  who  reported  in  this  survey.  The  figures 
given  for  sugar  beet  represent  those  obtained  from  the 
manufacturers  and  commercial  growers  of  sugar  beet  seed, 
and  are  practically  complete.  The  figures  given  for  onion 
sets  are  taken  from  the  survey  of  onion  set  production  made 
in  November,  1917,  as  well  as  from  the  January  31  survey. 
The  figures  reported  by  canners  are  not  included  in  the  table 
below.     It  is  thought  that  the  figures  given  here  are   suffi- 


ciently representative  on  most  crops  to  give  a  fair  idea  of 
the  garden  seed  production  of  the  country. 

Due  to  a  misunderstanding  on  the  part  of  those  report- 
ing as  to  the  exact  meaning  of  some  phases  of  the  inquiry 
on  production,  figures  given  for  certain  columns  in  some 
schedules  were  incomplete  or  were  omitted  altogether. 
Through  further  inquiry  these  have  been  filled  in  as  far  as 
possible  and  the  figures  given  for  acreage  have  been  ad- 
justed to  correspond  to  the  production  for  that  year,  i 

Because  of  the  highly  specialized  nature  of  vegetable 
seed  production  and  the  extreme  segregation  of  areas  in 
which  vegetable  seeds  are  produced  on  a  large  scale,  crop 
failures  in  such  areas  have  proved  disastrous  to  production, 
as  is  apparent  in  the  following  table,  where  relatively  larger 
acreages  for  one  year  will  show  very  small  production.1 
This  indicates  the  advisability  of  trying  to  distribute  vege- 
table seed  producing  areas  as  much  as  possible  in  order  to 
protect  against  possible  total  crop  failures.  It  also  empha- 
sizes the  importance  of  knowing  the  quantity  of  seed  that  is 
carried  over  from  one  year  to  the  next  as  a  reserve  supply. 

This  table  should  be  valuable  in  giving  approximately 
accurate  figures  on  all  of  the  points  covered  by  the  survey. 
It  is  contemplated  that  they  will  be  supplemented  from 
time  to  time  during  the  current  year  by  further  inquiries 
and  will  serve  as  a  basis  for  estimating  production  from 
growing  crops. 


Item. 

Production 

Probable 
number 
of  acres 

to   be 
put  out. 

Number  of  acres 

put  out  under 

contract. 

Average   prices   quoted, 
on   advance   growing 
for  crops 

to   dealers 
contracts 

Average  percentage  of 

total  advance  growing 

contracts  delivered 

,  (Crop  of 

1917 

1916 

1918 

1917 

1916 

1918        I        1917 

1916 

1917 

1916 

Name. 

No. 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

Cts.  per  lb. 

Gts.  per  lb. 

Cts.  per  lb. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

-Beans — Dwarf  Snap   .  . . 

Beans — Garden    Polet    

; 

'2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

IS 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

10,833,320 

1,663,351 

505,805 

44,891 

4,302,565 

449,664 

1,376,970 

440 

42,223 

1,194,584 

9,707 

1,041,394 

401,905 

715,848 

1,076,728 

53,234,320 

92,413 

78,027 

46.876,539 

12,595 

96,154 

777,000 

66,925 

369,839 

110,570 

100,912 

6,229,779 

197,945 

18,798 

12,815 

14,094,213 

1,571,314 

521,592 

58,404 

4,963,900 

415,347 

653,671 

2,498 

74.S41 

896,385 

47,514 

1,228,447 

301,391 

551,488 

1,617,301 

34,291,400 

159,047 

110,831 

51,330,142 

23,003 

141,276 

1,029,770 

34,435 

214,392 

173,222 

146,118 

9,807,726 

178,590 

209,337 

48,777 

64,789 
9,035 
3,392 
179 
6,177 
1.770 
4,883 

59,198 
5,418 
791   . 
144 
3,893 
1,235 
2,291 

59,980 
6,686 
1,260 
120 
4,583 
1,408 
1,033 

16 
16  , 
44 
55 

11 

9 

30 

46 

9 

7      i: 

24  , 
26 

'      40 
39 
60 
43 

30 
68 
92 

Beet— Mangel  

77 

108 
38 
1400 
56 
44 
30 
30 
50 
28 

105 

7 

23 

21 

11 

407 
47 
37 
80 
58 
65 
54 
10 

116 
72 
78 

60 

/       26 

110O 

50 

29 

22    ' 
25 
35 
19 
84 

6 
13. 
13 

8 
159 
27 
17 
SO 
36 
54 
39 

6 
80 
30 
45 

50 
25 
90O 
49 
.    24 
21 
23 
32 
17 
75. 

6 
14 
12 

6 
130 
25 
14 
40 
21 
31 
32 

5 
65 
23 
34 

40 
78 
15 
84 
80 
28 
90 
70 
73 
55 

56    . 

75 

87 

184 
6,938 
60 
3,081 
1,609 
11,763 
8,372 
7,142 

222 

366 
100,743 

670 
1,422 
9,517 

146 
5,871 
1,334 
2,017 
11,976 
2,623 
1,053 

280 

144 
4,912 
64 
2,444 
1,961 
8,228 
4,336 
6,107 

148 

200 
105,340 

372 
1,336 
4,312 

177 
2,282 

747 

1,447 

12,952 

2,474 

400 

157 

132 
3,644 
82 
2,358 
1,647 
5,925 
4,347 
5,964 

134 

134 
71,991 

553 

1,207 

4,103 

82 

537 

1,049 

1,132 

15,112 

2,260 

358 

131 

99 

87 

Kale*    

98 

94 

70 

90 

85 

64 
54 
41 
38 

72 
35 
47 
26 
82 
69 
41 
74 
25 
32 

98 

80 

83 

88 

75 

Radish    

88 

59   • 

35 

82 

91 

70 

Tomato* 

88 

54 

39 

*  Figures  incomplete.  t  Not  including  pole  Lima 

(Summary  of  Seed  Corn  Situation — Continued) 
to  obtain  seed  of  satisfactory  germination.  There  is  a  large 
surplus  of  commercial  stocks  of  corn  suitable  for  seed 
purposes  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  State,  and  there 
have  been  many  calls  from  other  States  for  such  corn, 
particularly  from  the  northern  States,  for  silage  purposes. 
However,  at  the  present  time  the  demand  is  light  and  it  is 
thought  by  many  dealers  in  the  State  that  larger  stocks  are 
being  held  than  will  be  used.  This  situation  has  developed 
largely  because  the  general  publicity  that  has  been  given 
to  the  shortage  of  seed  corn  has  caused  many  in  southern 
Missouri  to  hold  stocks  for  seed  which  would  otherwise 
have  been  used  for  food,  feed,  or  manufacturing  purposes. 
Kentucky — There  appears  to  be  sufficient  seed  corn  in 
western  Kentucky  to  supply  the  State's  requirements,  with 
the  likelihood  of  a  surplus  in  that  part  of  the  State.  Co- 
operative buying  on  a  large  scale  of  selected  and  tested 
seed  from  western  Kentucky  is  satisfying  the  demands*  in 
central  and  eastern  Kentucky.  Every  effort  has  been  made 
to  supply  good  seed  corn  at  reasonable  prices,  with  success, 
much  of  the  seed  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State  are  very 


CORRECTIONS  IN  TABLES 
Published  in  the  Seed  Reporter  of  April  6. 

The  following  corrections  should  be  made  in  the  tables  published 
in  the  Seed  Reporter  of  April  6.  On  page  4  for  meadow  fescue  the 
corrected  figures  for  the  United  States  beginning  with  the  first  column 
and    ending    with    the    eighth    column    are    as    follows:      776,541,    147,665, 


beans. 

924,206,  601,858,  781,433,  1,296,487,  998,647,  1,341,488.  Because  of  an 
error  in  transmission  of  corrections  by  telegraph,  the  figures  given  in 
all  of  the  columns  for  "Other  Divisions"  were  added  into  the  totals 
for  the  United   States  twice  instead  of  once. 

On  pages  4,  5,  and  6  a  reference  mark  referring  to  a  footnote  indi- 
cating "Figures  Incomplete''  should  be  placed  after  both  columns  of 
total  receipts  for  the  following  items  in  the  same  manner  as  done  on 
page  7  of  this  same  issue :  Redtop,  "North  Central"  division ;  orchard 
grass.  "Other  Divisions";  Kentucky  bluegrass,  "North  Central"  division; 
Bromus  inermis,  "West  Central"  division ;  seed  corn,  "North  Atlantic," 
"North  Central,"  and  "Rocky  Mountain"  divisions;  rape,  "North  Cen- 
tial"  division;  German  millet,  "South  Pacific"  division;  common  millet, 
"Rocky  Mountain"  division  and  "Other  Divisions";  broom  corn  millet, 
"Other  Divisions";  Japanese  millet,  "North  Atlantic"  and  "North  Cen- 
tral" divisions;  amber  sorgo,  "Rocky  Mountain"  division;  orange  sorgo, 
"Southeastern"  division  and  "Other  Divisions";  sumac  sorgo,  "West 
Central"  and  "Southwestern"  divisions;  Sudan  grass,  "Southwestern" 
and  "East  Central"  divisions;  cowpeas.  "North  Atlantic"  division;  spring 
vetch,  "Other  Divisions":  garden  pole  beans,  "East  Central,"  "West  Cen- 
tral," and  "Rocky  Mountain"  divisions;  garden  peas,  "Rocky  Mountain" 
division.  The  same  reference  marks  should  follow  the  totals  for  the 
United  States  in  the  same  columns  for  each  of  the  items  mentioned  above. 

These  incomplete  figures  were  caused  by  the  failure  of  certain  seeds- 
men to  give  either  accurate  figures  or  estimates  of  their  total  receipts. 
In  future  surveys  there  should  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  these  figures 
accurately  and  promptly  from  all  seedsmen. 

The  following  corrections  in  tables  are  due  to  typographical  errors: 
Page  1.  "Imports  of  Forage  Plant  Seed  Permitted  Entry  Into  the  United 
States,"  English  rye  grass,  second  column,  should  read  350,900;  page  3, 
amber  sorgo,  first  column,  should  read  1,889;  page  4,  red  top.  Middle 
Atlantic"  division,  third  column,  should  read  1.206,819.  and  "East  Cen- 
tral" division,  third  column,  should  read  8,621,994;  page  5,  Japanese 
millet.  United  States  total,  third  column,  should  read  1,893,999;  Sudan 
srass,  United  States  total,  second  column,  should  read  538,507;  page  7, 
"Report  of  Field  Seed  Stocks  for  Canada,"  sweet  clover,  second  column, 
should  read   54,245. 
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RED  AND  ALSIKE  CLOVER  SEED  HELD  FOR  EXPORT. 

Since  the  survey  made  by  the  Seed  Reporting  Service  of  the  Bureau 
of  Markets  on  February  15,  1918,  there  has  been  a  reduction  of  1,304,517 
pounds  of  red  clover  and  112,879  pounds  of  alsike  clover  in  the  stocks 
of  these  seeds  that  were  being  held  for  export  to  allied  and  neutral 
countries  on  that  date.  There  still  were  being  held  for  export  on  April 
22,  1918,  1,372,344  pounds  of  red  clover  and  366,046  pounds  of  alsike 
clover  seed. 


Buckwheat  Stocks  and  Prices. 

With  a  view  of  ascertaining  the  commercial  stocks  of 
buckwheat  suitable  for  seed  in  the  most  important  buck- 
wheat producing  States,  schedules  were  sent  to  seedsmen, 
shippers  and  mills  that  handle  buckwheat,  according  to 
the  records  of  the  Seed  Reporting  Service.  From  these 
schedules  the  information  compiled  is  tabulated  below. 
It  will  be  noted  in  the  table  that  the  stocks  are  exceedingly 
small  and  that  it  seems  necessary  that  all  buckwheat  held 
for  milling  purposes,  which  may  be  suitable  for  sowing, 
be  tested  and  if  of  satisfactory  germination  be  reserved  un- 
til the  sowing  season  is  over,  in  order  that  all  seed  that  is 
available  may  be  utilized  for  sowing  this  season.  The  fact 
that  there  has  been,  perhaps,  a  greater  demand  than  ever  be- 
fore for  wheat  flour  substitutes  has  tended  to  reduce  earlier 
in  the  year  than  usual  the  supplies  of  buckwheat  held 
by  country  shippers  and  by  growers.  Furthermore, 
it  appears  that  the  mills  themselves  have  unusually 
small  stocks  of  buckwheat  on  hand  and  that  they  have 
been  grinding  the  buckwheat  into  flour  as  fast  as  they 
have  been  receiving  it. 

Some  of  the  correspondents  stated  that  mary  of  their 
farmers  were  saving  seed  for  their  own  use  and  possibly  a 
little  surplus  for  the  use  of  their  neighbors,  but  that  it  was 
too  early  now  to  determine  accurately  the  quantity  held  by 
farmers  in  the  aggregate.  From  the  table,  it  is  evident 
that  most  of  the  stocks  reported  by  dealers  will  not  be 
available  for  shipment,  but  will  be  needed  locally  for  sow- 
ing. The  prices  given  in  the  table  generally  represent 
thresher-run  or -unclean  seed;  recleaned  and  sacked  seed 
buckwheat  will  bring,  on  the  average,  higher  prices  than 
these.  Though  all  of  the  returns  have  not  been  received 
from  the  schedules  that  were  sent  out,  it  is  thought  that 
the  figures  given  in  the  table  below  are  representative  of 
the  commercial  stocks  of  buckwheat  suitable  for  seed,  in 
the   hands    of   dealers. 

Silver  Hull  Buckwheat. 


State 

Total 
quantity 
on  hand 
April  15, 

1918 

Quantity 
suitable 

for 
sowing 

Quantity 
suitable 

for 
sowing 

and 
available 

for 
shipment 

Average   selling 
price 

Wholesale 

Retail 

Bushels 

Bushels 

Bushels 

Per  bu. 

Per  bu. 

New  England 
Pennsylvania   . . 

Other  States  .. . 

520 
5,525 
1,015 
14,960 
1,817 
3,758 
2,348 
1,172 

~<Lhz 

520 
5,010 

855 
12,250 
1,817 
3,758 
1,948 
1,172 

370 
2,340 

355 
7,251 
1,817 
3,668 
1,648 

690 

K 1  '  .      . 

$2.30 
2.35 
2.10 
2.10 
2.55 
2.26 
2.65 
2.10 

$2.43 
2.45 
2.29 
2.20 
2.80 
2.33 
2.85 
2.40 

Japanese  Buckwheat. 


New  England 

States   

New  York 
Pennsylvania    . 

Michigan  

Illinois 

Wisconsin 
Minnesota 
Other  States  .. 

New  England 

States  

New  York 
Pennsylvania    . 

Michigan   

Illinois 

Wisconsin 
Minnesota 
Other  States  .. 

New  England 

States  

New  York 
Pennsylvania    . 

Michigan   

Illinois 

Wisconsin 
Minnesota 
Other  States  .. 


6,049 

9,657 

13,086 

223 
3,564 

930 
4,640 
7,865 


4,941 
6,140 
5,891 

203 
3,364 

930 
4,640 
8,560 


3,491 
4,057 
2,173 


3,464 

900 

4,640 

7,391 


$2.30 
2.35 
2.20 
1.90 
2.55 
2.50 
2.65 
2.30 


$2.50 
2.50 
2.40 
2.15 
2.80 
2.65 
2.85 
2.50 


Common  Buckwheat. 


6,474 
6,405 
5,316 
5,185 
2,546 
2,605 
1,857 
626 


3,286 

235 

4,670 

1,144 

5,077 

3,130 

3,927 

680 

897 

747 

1,580 

1,580 

461 

25 

2.25 

$2.35 

2.15 

2.25 

2.25 

2.30 

1.95 

2.20 

2.50 

2.75 

2.25 

2.40 

2.60 

2.80 

1.80 

2.00 

Mixed   Buckwheat. 


7,549 

33,528 

30,950 

19,583 

9,232 

7,720 

2,000 

2,498 


4,110 

25,960 

22.876 

5,353 

7,614 


2,500 
5,661 
9,568 
683 
7,614 


1,439 


2.15 


2.10 

$2.25 

2.10 

2.25 

2.10 

2.20 

1.95 

2.10 

2.50 

2.75 

2.25 

2.50 

Stocks,  Quality,  Demand  and  Prices 

of  Seeds  of  Late-Sown  Crops. 

Inquiries  were  sent  on  or  about  April  20  to  the  leading 
jobbers  in  the  several  divisions  of  .the  Seed  Reporting  Serv- 
ice, as  indicated  below,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  stocks, 
quality,  early  and  present  demand,  and  wholesale  selling 
price  of  alfalfa,  sweet  clover,  rape,  German,  Siberian, 
Japanese,  and  broom  corn  millet.  These  data  have  been 
compiled  and  are  given  by  divisions  as  follows: 


ALFALFA 

Stocks  held  by  job 
bers    

Quality 

Demand 

(Early)    , 

(Present)    , 

Price  —  Whol.   sell 
ing  per  100  lbs. 


SWEET  CLOVER 
Stocks  held  by  job 

bers    < 

Quality , 

Demand 

(Early)    , 

(Present)    , 


Price  — ■  Whol.    sell- 
ing per  100  lbs. . 


RAPE 

Stocks  held  by  job- 
bers     

Quality 

Demand 

(Early)    

(Present)    

Price  —  Whol.   sell- 
ing per  100  lbs. . 


North   and 

Middle 

Atlantic 

Divisions 


East 
Central 
Division 


West 
Central 
Division 


25    —    50%    Normal 

above 

normal 
Good  I  Very  good 

Normal         i  Fair 
Fair  to  poor1  Fair  to  poor 
$19.50—  $19.00  — 

$20.50  $21.00 


Normal 
Good 

Fair 

Poor 


$30.00 


Normal 
Good 

Normal 
Below    nor 

mal 
$9.00  — 

$10.50 


GERMAN    MILLET 


Stocks  held  by  job 

bers    i 

Quality 

Demand 

(Early)    !  Fair 

(Present)    j  Fair 

Price  —  Whol.    sell- 
ing per  100  lbs..  |  $6.00 


25%     below 

normal 
Good 


SIBERIAN      MIL 
LET 
Stocks  held  by  job 
bers 

Quality , 

Demand 

(Early)    

(Present)     

Price  —  Whol.    sell 
ing  per  100  lbs. 


2.43 


JAPANESE     MIL- 
LET 
Stocks  held  by  job- 
bers     

Quality 

Demand 

(Early)    

(Present)     

price  —  Whol.    sell- 
ing per  100  lbs. . 


MILLET,  BROOM 
CORN 

Stocks  held  by  job 
bers    

Quality 

Demand 

(Early)    

(Present)     

Price  —  Whol.    sell 

ing  per  100  lbs.  . 


Very  small 
amount 
u  s  e  d  _  in 
this  divi- 
sion 


Not    quoted 


Good 

Poor 
Fair 

$5.00 


Normal 
Very  good 

Below  nor- 
mal 

Poorer  re- 
cently 


$25.00  — 
$30.00 


Normal 
Very  good 

Fair 
Fair 

$10.00  — 
$11.00 


Normal 


Fair 

Very  good 
Fair 

$20.00 


25%   below 

normal 
Good 

Good 

Fair — Some 
report 
selling 
season 
over. 

$25.00— 
$31.00 


Normal 
Good 

Good 
Good 


$11.00 


North 
Central 
Division 


50%     above 
normal 

Good 

Good 
Good 

$21.25 


Norrnz 
Good 

Good 

Good 


$29.00 


Normal 
Good 

Normal 
Normal 


$11.25 


50%  below 
normal 

Good  to 
very  good 

Poor 

Poor 

$5.50— $6.00 


50%     below 

normal 
Good 

Below  nor- 
mal 

Below  nor- 
mal 

$5.50 


15%     belov 
normal 

Good 

Fair 
Fair 

S4.75 


50%     below 

normal 
Good 

Good 
Fair 

$4.85 


25%     below 

normal 
Good 

Very  good 
Fair 

$5.00— $6.00 


Practically 
none 

Crop  in  this 
sect  ion 
a  1  m  o  s  t 
complete 
failure. 

Not    quoted 


50%     below 
normal 

Good 

Fair 
Good 

$4.30— $5.00 


50%     below 

normal 
Good 

Fair 
Fair 

$4.50 


25%     above 

normal 
Fair 

Good 
Good 

$6.40 


50%     above 

normal 
Good 

Good 


$6.30 


30%     below 
normal 

Good 

Good 
Good 

$5.15 


10%     below 

normal 
Good 

Hood 
Good 

*S  30 


